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Introduction

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Bureau of Land Management and the County of
Imperial are preparing a joint Environmental Impact Report and Environmental Impact
Statement (EIR/EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the proposed
Mesquite Mine Expansion.

Issues to be addressed in the EIR/EIS are being identified as a result of staff review,
consultation with other agencies, and this public scoping meeting.  The issues raised
during this public scoping meeting will be incorporated into the analysis of potential
environmental impacts in the EIR/EIS.  A Draft EIR/EIS will be circulated to interested
agencies and public for review and comment.  A Final EIR/EIS will be prepared to
respond to the comments received on the Draft EIR/EIS.  The completed EIR/EIS will be
utilized by local, state, and federal agencies in the permit review process.
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Public Meeting Agenda
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Yuma Scoping Meeting
Key Points Made by Speakers

1. A description of the area/environment with photos are needed.

2. Discussion of why an EIS vs. an EA is being done.

3. Where and how much more leachate/runoff will be generated from this proposal.

4. Discuss the increased scale of operations and the environmental impacts for air
water, etc.

5. What is the approximate time table for the NEPA/CEQA process and history.

6. Discuss history of previous permits/environmental documents for Mesquite Mine.

7. How will cultural resources be protected in the expanded areas and are there
spiritual sanctuaries for Native/Americans on-site?







Mesquite Mine Expansion EIR/EIS

Work in Progress

El Centro, California
El Centro Community Center

Public Scoping Meeting

January 27, 1999
7-10 p.m.



Mesquite Mine Expansion EIR/EIS

August 2000

El Centro Scoping Meeting
Key Points Made by Speakers

1. A description of the visual impacts of project from Highway 78.

2. Discussion of socio-economics, i.e. pay scale/quality of employment of jobs
generated.

3. If expansion not approved, how it would affect the “unemployment rate” in I.C.

4. How will changing the storm water diversion affect other water ways (ephemeral
washes)?

5. Water for expansion, where from, affects on groundwater/”flora & fauna.”

6. What is final use of pits (post-mining).

7. Any future plans for expansion (following this expansion)?

8. Explain existing acreage disturbance vs. new disturbance acreage.

9. Explain additional power usage, power line expansions, new structures, etc.
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SDSU Scoping Meeting
Key Points Made by Speakers

1. What environmental problems with the increase in storm drainage create below the
property?

2. How has the existing “petroglyph” been treated and what will the impacts be due to
the proposed expansion.

3. If cultural resources are found (not previously known existed) how will they be
mitigated (treated) and who will be notified (question by Courtney Coyle,
Attorney)?

4. A complete rundown on the “No Action” alternative to be in EIR/EIS (Harriet
Allen).






